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Thaose Family and Friends who stood by Us during this time of need!
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Rev. Edhwewrd L Branch and The Third New Hape Baptis church Family
Rev. Wilma B Jolvrson and The Bew Proopect Missionaey Bagdist Charecly Fumily
Rev, Edpgaw L. Fanr, Jr Tive Second Ehenescer Roapeist Crierch Family

Bishag Andre Woods and Fhe Revival Tabernocte Church Family
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Clarselle MeMurmay Anita Baker Biridgefosth Rira Graffin Cheryl Lonidon
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Services 1o be held

Musical Memorial Service Home Going Service
Thursday, April 27, 2006 - 6:00 PM, Saturday, April 29, 2006 - 10:00 A M.
Third New Hope Baptist Church Third New Hope Baptist Church
12850 Plymouth Road - Detroit, MI 12850 Plymouth Road - Detroit, M1

Bishop Andre Woods Rev, Lawrence J. London
Pastor Dora Scott Rev. Mother Norma Jean Pender
Officiating Officiating

Rev, Edward L. Branch
Haost Pastor



Qng of God's special gifts to the workd was Gracie Mae Ricdgeway, who staried her life journdy an Jurs 16, 1957 in Detroit. Gracie was the third of four childnen
boem b adoring parents, llena and he late Temmie Ridgeway, Sr,

Gracie wirs baptized by Rev. Ray ai Beaulah Baptist Church, whare she enjoyed a happy wholsoma prayedul childhood, Gracss's earfy yaars at Baulah Baptist
Wik @ nurturing Gxpenence and @ key factor in development of her signature vocal tadent, Gracki's singing canser began af the age of six, along with har sistors;
shis would often dalight thair charch congregation as (hey deplayed thes exiracndinary vooil prowess,

Gracie and siblings, brothar Temmie, Jr., sister Gloria and Esiher were rafsed in the church, and their spiritual convictions cultivaled lovingly by strong parental
guidance. Molher Ridgeway would sing in tha choir, and Daddy Ridgesway sang in e Gospal Quansl along with lzaching Sunday school, On those rare
cocamons whan Be family could not attend worship service al church, Daddy Inststed tha whola family knesl down al the sola and pray togalher, By Ho song
sedactions andng wilth "Home™ Sundy school, where the brood leams the imporance of feeding the spiil by going to church, Thus, lithe Gloria, Gracie, and
Esther balievad Daddy Ridgeway was a personal friend of Josus,

With lnads of enengy Gracie eamed Tomboy” slatus n ber family, when It was noted, she could not keap her Sunday clothes dean long enough for Mather and
Daddy Ridgeway ged dressad afer making sun their brood was ullessly clad

Wisdom bayond her years, young Grace was known in the neighborhood for seoking 1o dislogue with the "Seniors™. Very inquisitive and bright, she would hold
kengthy conversations, oflan asking “Why™ for whal gome say, ssemed like & thouwsand times. She was also known 10 ba vory pasSont with the “0id Temers”, as
she weould Esten infendly o many long stories of past glory days.

Gracie's sirong work athic evolved rapsdly. At ape ten she started & neghtorhood Babysiling serice, anncuncing she wonbed fo make and save money on her
o1, oot e garmingrs were usually guickly spent on purchases for “Baby Wendy™. the apple of har aya

Gracie startod hor education at MacCullioch Elemantary Schiool; sha would axcsl in math, complding her secandary studies at Centrod High School in 1975, As

a young adull Gracie studnd and became a Bcensad Beautician, however decided nal 1o pursue & canser in cosmedalogy. later joking about her docesion, Sha

Emupn‘ﬂh:l;ﬁu wian it bocame apparent she would heve no chance of making amy money, because Lo many f6mily members ahd Inends wanbed Sheir
air dona

Mevar wanbng to be far from church, as o young adult Gracie, joingd the Greater Hew ML Mordah Baplist Church, Rev. Benjamin Hooks, Pasior, whare she
remainad for many years. Later in th mid aighties, sha becama a membar of New Jersalem Temple Missionary Baptis! Church, Rev, Lawrence J. London,
Pastor, whene she mel and joired lriends for e in the church ausxiliany “Sisterhood™

As e years flew by, ver lenacious spiril. and canng heanm evolied, a5 did hor wondorful soprano volce. Graces grew inlo & brighl-eyed brown axceptional
beauty, with & radiant smile thal would set @ room agiow, when she entered.  Unspolled by popularity, celebrity status and good kooks, Gracia remasned humble,
kaapang God at the head of har life.

A lover of speod, Gracks was always in a nush when driving, bul had no sense of direction. When reminded of her inabiliies, she would wisecrack, “Sal I'm just in
a hurry to gat kst | guass!®

Gracier gnjoyed sonding post cards from around the world, bringing gifts from exolic places, as a constanl bestamant of bar frue devosion for har family and those
lecky enaugh 1o be considerod friends. Another example of er apecial giving hearl. Gracie would send donations for relefl eforts in third world countries, often

even handpicking and purchasing individual toys for those disadvantaged youngstens.

Mobady could put kindmiess into wards or canng mbo action B way she ded, her concam was genune. She made “you® fesl special, thene was no doubl. she
warg prepared b0 go the disiancs for, or with you, She was a bona fide “T'm going 1o halp you see-i-through person®, mo mather how difficull e lask. Mo wores
wihedy racie had your back)

Gracle possessed the face of an angal, the haan of a lloness, the aith of Job®, the will and courage of a warmor, and an undsputed love for her family, Gracie
enjoyad an excaptonsl, exiraordinary, incomparable, close bond with her sisters, which others can only hope for.

She was the protector, planner, crganizer, and most of all, the time keepsr, “The Organizer” of the family, Gracke was strong-wilked, fun-loving and extramely
moticulous. Her punclushity is rencwned, a irail she would never bl her sisiers forgel. don't dare ba late! Yiou might not be able bo live it down.  Ask Skster Gloria
whed s oflen axposed, “Lovingly®, as the reason “The Ridgeway Sisters” wore labe, . (smiles)

Usingy hoiret wisicn andd har faith as her spiritual advantage, Gracie found Gme 1o fellowship, help hir sisbirs bing thair miraculous musical ministry to worship
Servioes, 1he sick, shun-ing, and bareaved around the country, whenever called,

Ewan in i Last howrs of hor life, aftor enduring many near fatal operations and  suffering excrucialing pain, she was siill smiling and sxhibiting that phanomenal
festh and caring haar. wiiting copulas notes whan she coulkd no longer spamk. Sha would wiibe =1 am blessed and highly favored, “Lots pray”, "By His siripes I'm
hesled”, "How is Ms., . . . toll her I'm praying for her”. To the end she was seeing about her extendad Famdy, 1hose reiated nat by blood, but connectid by Eith
through an invisibis asceed cord, Torm her heard io Beir hearls

God called Gracke home early Wednesday morning April 19, after a long batte with Sclercderma. Gracka's legacy |8 & lBnacious spinl, & canng hearl, an
undaniabie faith and tolal absobube, unshakabhs love for her family,

She was preceded in death by her father Tommie Ridgeway, Sr, and brather Tommie Ridgeway, Jr., and sister Esther Lene Ridgeway.

aracks leaves o chedish her memory, hes mother Bene; sisser Gloria, Sister-n w Bemadolio; two nieces; Wendy Ballamy and DanieSe Ridgewsy, ooe naphew
Ridafen Ridgeway, two greal nkeces; Britiany Ballamy, Rayqusl Ridgeway, two Graal-Nephéws Ridafen Ridgeway, Jr.. Enc Bellamy, God Mother Alberta
Marikiry, five God Children, Brittany Bellamy, Lawrence Londan 111, Samantha Murdock. India Bradley, Alexis Canady. Extendad loved ones and family Ahvin
Franklin, Sr. and Jr., Ted White Family, and favorite Uncla Levon Ridgeway.




Home Going Service
For

Officiating

Rev, Lawerence J. London, Pastor
Eev. Mother Morma Jean Pender, Assistant Pastor

New Jerusalem Temple Missionary Baptist Church

T I o T Musicians
ProCeSIONAL i ittt rins iy s e ke e st e s ey Dignitaries/Fanmily

Scripture Reading
The Ol Testamenl.........ccicuiuiiieinmsissiainssssissness E% M“’""‘“ R SR UN S LT Ao Lty W U e '

The New Testament ............. E‘i‘:"ﬂq} F;E'T{L\ {@mvrzr .......... - o - S Clergy
Proyer OF COMBOTE (oviivisicimsiiisssmmmiass Pﬁ‘gbﬁ/‘%{ [rﬁ% .................................................. Clergy

Musical Tributes

Frankic Darcell - Introduction
Mass Choir
Poem: "Look Up Now" - By: Brenda Perryman
Skip Pruitt
Lisa Page Brooks
Bemarks ... REV. Edward L. Branch, Host Pastor - Representation
Dr. Liesen * Fred Wright + Lillie White - Tyrone Studemire

Card Condolences, The OBIUATY........ccccuaiincnimmmsssssmssnsassessessssssssssssassssesessassenses R@M0ONAa Jean Hollenquest

Musical Tributes
The Craig Brothers

Vanessa Bell Armstrong
Rev, Dr. Telhs J. Chapman, Pastor
(Galilee Baptist Church)

B o e s e ..Rev. Lawerence J. London, Pastor
’“-lt.n .l:.nlsall.rn Temple Missionary Baptist Church

Recessional.....ooiiii et sssssssssss s ssrerssssssssssnssrsrsnsssesnessnensnsessnrenee. 1 MY New Home™



Musical Memonial Service
For

Officiating
Bishop Andre Woods, Pastor

Rev. Dora Scott, Pastor
Word Restoration Center
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Musical Tributes
Mass Choar
Pastor Ortheia Bames Kenerly
Poem: "With A Song In Her Heart” - By: Debra Ridgeway
Curtis And Herschel Boone
Millic Scotl
Poem: "How Many Times" - By: Evelyn M. Bingham
Ali Woodson

Remarks

Musical Tribute
"Enchantment”

Instramental Tribute
Yernon Fails Ron Otis

Dave McMurray Al Tumer

Final Remarks
Rev. Lawrence J. London, Pastor
New Jerusalem Temple Missionary Baptist Church
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